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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
UF. 


LYRIC LOVELAUGH, COMEDIAN. 


CHAPTER If. 
“Can svch things be?—SHAKSPEARE. 


The terrible disturbance of the previous 
night was recommenced at break of day on 
the following morning. The bed chamber 
door of my loved mother and my father-in- 
law, was assailed by a serenade of pokers, 
tongs, warming pans, and all sorts of culi- 
nary articles; and when the manager and 
his lady-love made their appearance on the 
landing-place, prior to coming down to 
breakfast, they were saluted with a volley 
of groans and hisses. 

‘Shameless hussey,” cried the landlady. 

“Poor thing,” exclaimed the chamber- 
maid. 

*- Nice woman, I don’t think,” observed 
the cook, in a perspiring rage. 

“How much for your jaisey, marm,” 
bellowed the scullion wench. 

In the midst of this my father-in-law 
asked for breakfast. 

** Devil a bit of breskfast do you get at 
the Crown and Sceptre,” said the stable- 
boy, popping his head between the rails of 
the staircase; “‘ master’s werry ’tickler, and 
don’t like sich goings on under his roof.” 

Here the whole group set up a horse- 
laugh and shook their heads simultaneously, 
in the midst of sundry observations of 
“Shocking,” * horrid,” * abominable,” from 
the landlord. : 

My father-in-law, disappointed of his 
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breakfast, let fly right and left, and, without 
deigning to inquire the cause of his unpo- 
pularity, laid his oppressors sprawling 
beneath him, at every whack quoting 
Shakspeare, and following his advice to the 
players, by “‘ suiting the action to the word 
and the word to the action.” Nor was my 
lady mother idle the while. The landlady 
had given mortal offence by insinuating 
that she had slept with a male man” with. 
out being able to produce her marriage 
lines. 

If there was a point upon which my 
mother was more tender than another, it 
was her reputation, »nd to have that repu- 
tation called in question at a low country 
inn was too much: the blood of the Mac- 
teggarts (her maiden name) was up, and in 
the “twinkling of a bed-post,” as Lord 
Duberly says, the landlady’s cap was torn 
to tatters, the landlady’s hair flying across 
her shoulders, and her nose yielding “pota- 
tions pottle deep;” in other words, victory 
was declared on the side of my mother and 
father-in-law ; and then, as is usual in such 
cases, after all the mischief'is done an ex- 
planation came which set things to right. 
That “imp of beans and barley,” the 
Irish stable-boy, confessed the source from 
whence he had derived his exclusive infor- 
mation. A cessation of hostilities took 
place between the belligerent parties ; they 
united their forces, and collectively fell 
upon me. 

“ D—n that I’yric, 1'll be the death of 
him,” shouted my father-in-law at the ut- 
most pitch of his voice, shying the boot- 
jack in the direction of my head, which, if 
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it had not been “ pretty particularly tarna- 
tion thick,” would have yielded to the soft 
impression, and thereby deprived a loving 
people of this autobiography. 

**Only let me get at him, the little vil- 
lian!” shrieked my mother, making a feint 
to rush at me from the arms of the landlady 
who was endeavouring to cool down her ire. 

Duck the young blackguardin the horse- 
pond, exclaimed a hundred voices, And 
ducked I should most certainly have been, 
but for the timely interference of the stable 
boy aforesaid, who swore—‘‘ By Jasus the 
spalpeen would make a capital actor-man, 
he is so complately bothered and desaved,” 
which well-timed compliment to my abilities 
turned the tide in my favour, and I was set 
down by the assembled company as a first 
rate ‘ genius.’ 

Breakfast dispatched, and plaster applied 
to the lacerated parts of the wounded, the 
old horse war once again harnessed to the 
green-bodied chaise, and off we jogged 
from the town of Bawtry. It was in the 
very height of summer, and we were under 
articles to open the Theatre Royal, Mud- 
lark for a protracted season of six nights 
that very evening. My father-in-law, 
though he forgave could not forget the in- 
juries I had heaped upon his managerial 
head, and with a malignant spirit of fiend- 
ish revenge he made me get out of the 
chaise and walk up every hill we eame to. 
Now, as the hills between Bawtry and 
Mudlark are about twenty, and each nearly 
a mile in length, the reader without any 
great stretch of imagination, will easily con- 
ceive that I was dreadfully tired before I 
got to my journey’s end, and moreover fully 
impressed with an idea that Portly did it 
on purpose ; so that I may be pardoned for 
resolving in myown mind to be ‘quits’ 
with him before the conclusion of the 
night's performances. 

At the Mudlark Arms the different mem- 
bers of the company were waiting for us, 
and as the arrival of a manager in his own 
equippage is an advent of rare occurrence 
in provincial towns, a large concourse of 
persons assembled to witness our entree. 

My mother was the admired of all be 
holders. 


“‘ Beautiful creature !” “ Angelic wo- 
man !” observed the more refined. 


“ My eyes, aint she a rum un ?” said the 


trymen ;” won’t I have six pen’north to 
night. 

“I should like to play Romeo to her 
Juliet,” exclaimed the town lawyer as my 
mother gracefully descended the steps of 
the chaise and entered the ‘“ Mudlark 
Arms.” 

The waggoner of the Mudlark Fly here 
joined in the admiration, and indulged in 
a double entendre of doubtful tendency as 
he spread the bottom of his van with fresh 
straw to convey the exciseman and a party 
to the Mudlark Theatre that evening, to 
the interior of which I shall take the reader 
in my next, and he will hear how I became 
“quits” with Mr. Manager Portly. 


METROPOLITAN THEATRES. 


ROYAL ITALIAN OPERA. 


On Thursday night was the first of the 
Prophete, an opera which has always —_ 
highly attractive. The ovcasion derived 
additional interest from the re-appearance 
of Madame Viardot, whose absence since 
1851 has been greatly deplored by the 
habitues, She was the original Fides, both 
in Paris and London and she hasmade the 
part her own. Her singing and acting are 
equally good. Madlle. Marai gajned fresh 
laurels in the part of Bertha, and the other 
characters were filled as before, excepting 
that Formes was replaced in Zaccarias, by 
Zelger, who acquitted himself most satis- 
factory. The band and chorus eontribu- 
ted to a perfect performance. The cos- 
tumes were new and the scenery gorgeous. 
The house was well filled, 


LYCEUM. 


Mr. C. Mathews is restored, we are 
glad to say to this theatre again, where we 
hope to see him continue for many years 
and have health to manage and act as he 
was want to do; it is needless to question 
his excellent tact as an author and manager. 
He had sufficient influence to re-assemble 
under his banner the great majority of the 
members of his company, as well as his 
workmen and employers of his theatre on 
the re-opening of that establishment. This 
certainly s well for the popularity of 
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been, perhaps, according to their means, 
the greatest sufferers by his failure. There 
was no novelty in the entertainment, if we 
except the revival of Peake’s comic drama 
called Before Breakfast, produced upwards 
of six-and-twenty years, since then at the 
English Opera-house, and in which, we 
believe, the elder Mathews played the part 
of Nicholas Trefoil, now assumed by his 
son. The remaining pieces were Give a 
Dogan Ill Name and Trying tt On, in 
which Mr, C. Mathews, Mr. Frank Ma- 
thews, Mr. Basil Baker, and Miss M. Oliver 
appeared. 
PRINCESS’S THEATRE. 

A very successful, and eminently ele- 
gant little comedy entitled ‘“ From Vil- 
lage to Court,” from the fertile pen of the 
prolific Mr. Morton, was produced at this 
theatre on the evening of Whit Monday, 
it teems with sparkling racy dialogue, and 
was received by a densely crowded house 
with undisguised approval. The scene is 
laid in the court of a German Prince at the 
close of the last century. Thecostumes of 
the ladies (especially that of Miss Murray) 
are singularly superb and beautiful, com- 
bining richness with good taste. Every- 
thing connected with what is termed the 
mise en scene was thoroughly effective and 
complete. The acting throughout dis- 
arms criticism, in a word it was admirable. 
Miss Murray as the fascinating Countess 
seemed born to play the part, the delinea- 
tion was so lifelike, and acted with a 
finished ease and graceful elegance? Miss 
Heath too as the Village Heroine deserves 
great commendation. Harley was as droll 
as ever, not baving seen their favourite 
for some time the audience were not slow 
to hail his welcome re-appearance with 
delight, but Mr. David Fisher who is in- 
deed an acquisition to this justly popular 
resort, appeared in a newline showiog how 
inapeleidy versatile his talent is. The 
other characters were well sustained. We 
have seldom witnessed a performance in 
strictly better taste, or one that gave more 
real satisfaction to an appreciating audi- 
ence, and we think that we may with great 
safety predict for From Village to Court, a 


SADLER’S WELLS. 


There is an old adage something to the 
effect :— that there is nothing like keep- 
ing the pot boiling.” Mr. Payne seems 
determined to prove the truth of this say- 
ing, as every Monday he finds some new 
star to adorn the bill with. The last at- 
traction has been Mr. Davenport and Miss 
Fanny Vining both of whom were warmly 
welcomed on the night of our visit. A 
favourite three act play of the late Mr. 
Wilkins’, called Charity’s Love, has met 
a great deal of approbation, for besides the 
two leading characters which are admirably 
represented by the “stars,” Mr. Barrett 
plays with an immensity of comic humour 
the part of Job Fustian. Mr. Worrell 
supported the villain with much care. 
A young man the name of Charles, has a 
character in the piece similar to that of 
Modus in The Hunchback, but a much bet- 
ter part and far more difficult, for it re- 
quires a linguist to play the character as 
Mr. Charles does; this young actor is 
making rapid strides in the profession and 
with industry promises to become a second 
Leigh Murray ; his figure and his person 
are much in his favour, and his action ap- 
propriate unrestrained and well finished. 
Miss Emily Horton played Floribel, a part 
that should by rights be done by the heavy 
lady; she] bestowed considerable pains 
on it, but her want of physique told 
against her. Black Ly’d Susan followed ; 
and Mr. Davenport appeared in William, 
a partin which he has been much lauded ; 
but for our own part we do not see any- 
thing more striking in it, than in most of 
the Williams, always excepting T. P. 
Cocke's, we have seen on the stage for the 
last twenty years. We advise him toomit 
the song; in the first place he does not 
sing it well, in the next he panders to a 
low taste by suiting the words to the present 
time, Mr. Davenport: ought to know 
better. The hornpipes were extremely 
well received. Mr. J. W. Collier was 
highly frolicsome as Gnatbrain, The 
character of Jacob Twig is very humorously 
played by a clever actor, new to us, the 
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ner reminds vs of little Knight, who was 
so famed in Yorkshire characters; we 
question whether Judd could ever have 
seen him as he appears to be very young. 
Miss Lavine deserves notice for her Dolly, 
If Mr. Davenport's William was as good 
as Miss Vining’s Susan we should think. it 
merited the laudations that are quoted in 
the bill from some of the Press. 
DRURY LANE, 

The opera of Lucia di Lammermoor 
was produced here on Wednesday evening 
lastand afforded Madlle. Agnes Bury ano- 
ther opportunity for the display of her 
abilities as a graceful and fluent interpre- 
ter of the light and voluble music of this 
class of Italian opera. Her delivery 
throughout the many beautiful airs al- 
lotted to the part of the heroine in this 
most popular of Donizetti's compositions 
was marked with unexceptionable taste 
and judgement, and their execution dis- 
played great neatness and high cultivation. 

The character of Edgardo was sustained 
by Mr.Sims Reeves with more than his 
accustomed power; it is quite pleasing to 
state, that this gentleman has not broken 
faith either with the management or the 
public as yet and we trust, his health will 
permit him to continue his engagement. 

SURREY. 

The opera season has commenced here 
under very favourable auspices and we 
trust that from Miss Romer's well-known 
ability that she will have a brilliant and 
profitable season; she has also the ad- 
vantage of that assiduous and energetic 
stage manager Mr. E. Stirling, who from 
his great experience is so well qualified 
for the appointment. The company com- 
prises some of the first talent in every de- 
partment, for opera. Messrs. E Galer, 
Drayton, Summers, Miss R. Isaacs, Miss 
Lowe. Ballet, Madame Auriol and Flex- 
more, with Herr Lutz as musical director. 
The opera of Robert the Devil has been got 
up ina splendid manner and the music 
and scenery has been admirably done. 


CITY OF LONDON. 


‘Even in holiday time the inhabitants 
of the East are not without their literary 


bias, and seek mental enjoyment when 
many inducements are offered elsewhere 
to gratify the eye alone, Shakspere’s play 
Midsummer Night's Dream was performed 
here last week, in a very creditable man- 
ner. We must not forget to mention Mr. 
Charles Pitt, who enacted the part of 
Bottom in a very gentlemanly manner and 
elicited abundance of deserved applause. 
The Tower of Nesle, which has been piayed 
here for some time concluded the enter- 
tainments. 





AMATEUR THEATRICALS. 


LONDON MECHANIC'S INSTITUTION. 

The performance of Money and Boots at 
the Swan advertised in last week’s Journal 
and which we expeeted would be ynusually 
good for an amateur display, as we have 
frequently had the pleasure of reporting 
favourably of many of the parties engaged, 
wasat the eleventh hour prohibited by the 
Lord Chamberlain (an order which will 
effect all Literary Institutions, and of 
which we shall speakfully in our next); a 
mixed entertainment of recitations and 
music had to be substituted. ‘The selec- 
tion, conridering it was made and repre- 
sented within the short space of twenty- 
four hours was better than might have 
been anticipated, and perhaps, its chief 
fault was, that there was too much of it. 
The excision of the following would have 
made the evening pass more favourably :— 
Miss Marlborough’s Queen Katherine, the 
Fantasia on the Piano by a Young Lady, 
the romance of “ Yes, ‘tis a spell,” and 
the ballad of “Good Bye,” a duet by Miss 
Wrighten and a gentleman, and asong by 
the sdme gent accompanied by himself. 
All these were much below the mark. 
The best things of the night were the 
French recitation by Mr. Sanders, the 
Bridge of Sighs by Mr Upton, the Ohes- 
nut Horse by Mr. James Sanders, the duet 
of “ All’s Well,” by Messrs. Sanders and 
Upton, “ When time hath bereft thee” 
by the latter gentleman, “ There's a path 
by the river” by Miss Wrighten. There 
were also some comic songs extremely well 
sung by, we believe, a Mr. Jones. Having 
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we leave the ‘ indifferent’ to the care of 
the audience who at times manifested strange 
desires for encores, a peculiarity that 
seems part and parcel of a Southampton 
Buildings auditory. 


CABINET THEATRE. 

Sheridan Kunowles’s interesting play of 
The Hunchback was performed here on the 
5th instant to a most respectable audience, 
when a young lady of the name of Clifford 
assumed the character of Julia, We are 
informed it was the young lady’s first at- 
tempt, if'so, it may be considered a most 
successful one; that she has been well in- 
structed is very evident, from her know- 
ledge of the stage business, although she 
has much to learn as regards a more ele- 
vated deportment, which is only to be at- 
tained by practice. She has many re- 
quisites for the stage, being rather above 
the middle stature and elegantly formed, 
with handsome features and capable of bold 
expressions. In some of her readings we 
observed the stress was misplaced, this no 
doubt was occasioned by an over desire to 
make certain points ; in the latter scenes 
she gave herself more up to the character, 
and got more confidence as she proceeded ; 
she was elegantly dressed and her well- 
formed person showed off the garments she 
wore to the best advantage; she was de- 
servedly applauded frequently and no 
doubt with practice will improve each time 
she appears. We hope to see het in 
comedy ; her voice being soft and silvery, 
which is all in her favour. Miss Powell 
as Helen was all that could be desired; 
she was lively, gay and sparkling, and 
genteel comedy is certainly her forte ; she 
was well received. Mr. Harding is amost 
painstaking amateur and did justice to the 
part of Clifford. Ifit was not for a de- 
fect in the organ of sound in the voice this 
young aspirant wouldstand a one amongst 
the amateurs at the Cabinet in juvenile 
parts, Mr. R. Carter, as Master Walter 
got through the character remarkably well. 
He is generally correct as to the style and 
manner the part ought to be played, and 
in several instances his assumption was 
more than respectable. Mr. Fredericks 


made Fathom too knowing for an illiteral 
serving man; it might have done well in 
a brisk farce. Modus requires a clever 
actor of experience and Mr. Farren will 
be required to play it again before he be- 
comes up to the mark. Mr. Munro was 
respectable as Wilford and the other cha- 
racters were tolerably acted. Time Tries 
All concluded the entertainments, which 
we did not stay to see, but if report speaks 
true it was indifferently performed, but 
we are slow in believing reports knowing 
great prejudice frequently exists. 











CORRESPONDENCE, 





Musical.—Madam Sontag first appeared at the Italian 

Opera in the year 1828. 

J. M. S.—We have had great research and trouble to 

ascertain the question as to the National Anthem of God 

save the Queen. We now find it was first performed at 

Merchant Lailors’ Hall, in the year 1607, before King James 

the first. 

F. Percy.—We ao not recollect to have seen him acts 

therefore cannot give an opinion asto whether Tragedy or 

Comedy suits him best. 

A Subscriber.—Ask Lucey, Wellington Street, for the back 

humbers. 

Histrionics.—We really must decline the letter. 

H. H.—The Journal will beleft regularly. 

B. W. W.—The Olympus in our next. 

Crawley Stirling.—Please to inform us when the per- 

formance takes place and if possible we will attend. 
Johusa —The Rivals, Poor Gentleman, and Speed the 

Plough. 
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WEDNESDAY, June 14th, 1854. 
MR. F. ROBSON. 


Jupiter for that name alone 
Of what thou art, to me is known, 

The very clever comedian, Mr. F, Rob- 
son, is making rapid advances, at the 
Royal Olympic Theatre, in the public fa- 
vour: and our contemporaries of the press 
accord to him very inspiriting and jusily 
deserved commendations. Certain it 1s 
his genius and tilent are to be~admired, 
and his acting, independent of his rare 





and extraordinary vocal excellencies and 
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extravagancies, is of a piece so original in 
execution and detail that the more you ob- 
serve the pliant exercise of his powers the 
more you admire and perceive the legiti- 
mate attainments by which they are put 
into motion. 

In Mr. F. Robson's acting we have no- 
thing of a borrowed school, whether his 
personation be in burlesque, comedy, or 
farce; it is a kind of most agreeable low 
comedy acting, which you have never 
seen or met with before. His versatility 
is large and expansive, and he does not 
lose sight of the character he essays to 
personate for one moment; he is acting 
and only acting from the time of his en- 
trance to that of his exit and then he leaves 
you in full possession of plenty for pleasant 
reflection. We have lately seen him as 
Mr. Gillman in the very successful come- 
dietta of Zhe Happiest Day of My Life; as 
Toby Tramp in the very excellent and 
amusing farce of The Mummy; and as 
Mr. Trotter Southdown in the very cleverly 
written comedietta of Yo Oblige Benson. 
In the assumption of these three charac- 
ters his conception is inimitable. He is 
the perplexed bridegroom whose bappiest 
day of his life is made intricate with vex- 
ations, absurdities, disappointments, em- 
barrassments and wrongful accusations, to 
perfection. An actual ‘bridegroom in 
actual position like to Mr. Gi!lman could 
not have acquitted himself so well. As 
Toby Tramp in The Mummy he has the 
vein o’ the tragedian, and his tragic dott- 
ings serve admirably to show that he has 
some considerable talent—though a come- 
dian—in that respect which would do no 
discredit to a professional Melpomenian. 

Irrespective of Mr. F. Robson's inimi- 


table acting and illustrative singing are (given) to every person 


extremely comic, and his song of “ The 
Lost Child can scarcely fail to find a less 
number, we think of admirers than did 


our cleverest comedians, and a few more 
years’ experience of his rare genius will 
beget him a popularity for his style of 
acting most second to none. Experience 
and constant stage practice will divest him 
of what few defects may be now observed, 
by close scrutiny, in his acting and will 
bring him out in the full advent of a man 
possessing at once, genius, talent, originality 
and versatility. We trust that uninter- 
rupted health will preserve him to the 
British stage, for we look upon him with 
the utmost confidence as the most success- 
ful exponent that has appeared of late 
years in the walks of Thalia. 


“ Letus in presens animus, quod ultra est 


Oderit curare.”’ 
B. W. W. 





PICKINCS FROM OUR LETTER BOX. 





Mr. Eprtor,—As Mr. G. V. Brooke 
and Mr. E. T. Smith are resting on their 
oars, in the neighbourhood of Drury-lane, 
I fear there is great danger of the editor 
of “ Lloyd’s Newspaper” getting so out 
of practice of his pleasantries and carcasms 
that we may henceforth chance to lose the 
refined exercise of that classic attic salt of 
wit which of late has sparkled so in the 
columns of that newspaper. Wit, as Sir 
Lucius O’Trigger would say, “as keen and 
as polished as your sword.” It will bea 
thing to be lamented much if indeed, we 
should lose the pliant auxiliaries of sucha 
school of criticism and funny grandeur, 
for we shall have no more thunder and 
lightning similes to a man, nor extraordi- 
nary concessions to courtesy or charity, 
such as “a free passage through the Ly- 
ceum Theatre,” and “a glass of wine 
assing over 

aterloo Bridge.” Yes, alas! we shall 
have no more comparisons calculated to 
excite our visible faculties, or distend our 


his “ Vilikins and his Dinah.” Hisstyle| nasal organs. The last time the de facto 


of singing could not be exceeded by any 


Faust of theatrical criticism made his ap- 


in our recollection, and we doubt if it} pearance (in printer's types and ink) to 
can be equalled. Observative of the stage| the belief of your very humble servant, 
and its most immediate interests, we are| was as the Maphistophelean poodle in the 
then happy to acknowledge the fact that|charaviri “Punch,” in which he discussed 





Mr. F. Robson bids fair to become one of| and descanted and engraved so admirably 
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upon the aspect or appearance of the pro- 
boscis and the similarity of the organ to 
the Devil’s Bridge. We shall surely get 
unhealthy in our stagic approximations, if 
the sanitary man of letters and discern- 

ment, cease his ablutionary employment. 

Yours, Mr. Editor, 
Most devoutly, 
B. W. W. 
QueRY. 

Mr. Epitor,— When the Immortal 
Shakspeare put the words, “ Base is the 
slave that pays into the mouth of the dis- 
honest swaggerer and spouse of hostess, 
Quickly, Pistol, did his power of prophecy, 
stretch so far, that he saw C. M. the beget- 
ter and disposer of £28,000, three centu- 
ries coming after him? If he did, it most 
unquestionably proves that his genius for 
seeing what was “looming in the future,” 
was ever greater than Benjamin Disraeli’s. 

Yours, Mr. Editor, 
With discretion, 
N. 





STANDARD THEATRE, 

S1z,—On returning from business on 
Saturday last, I perceived an announce- 
ment that Shakspere’s Tragedy of “* Ham- 
let” was to be played at the request of 
numerous patrons, at the Standard Thea- 
tre,this was too great a temptation to be 
resisted especially as it was to be performed 
by the company alone, that is to say, 
there was no “star” to personate Hamlet, 
1 have had a desire a long while to see 
this piece played at this theatre. 

It is the custom at this house to play a 
piece where the talent is concentrated in 
one or two actors, (if there is any talent 
required in playing them) suchas Woman 
and her Master, Ben Bolt, Gin and Water, 
&. &c. 

The reception Hamlet met with on 
Saturday will I trust induce Mr. Doug- 
lass to allow Shakesperes plays more hear- 
ing at this theatre. 

The character of Hamlet was sustained 
by Mr. Joseph Rayner, the King by Mr. 
EK. B. Gaston, and Gertrude by Miss 
Adelaide Cooke, and Ophelia by Mrs. 
Honner. 


The applause throughout was very great 
from every part of the house, in fact at 
the end of the third act, Mr. Rayner was 
called before the curtain, Mr. Rayner's 
playing as well as his conception of the 
character was truly first-rate, the scene 
between him and his mother, was beauti- 
fully done, and the fencing scene was also 
very well done. 

The King was admirably suited to Mr. 
Gaston, his soliloquy was very well de- 
livered. 

In the character of Gertrude the acting 
of Miss Cooke was perfection, it is a ver 
great pity that this actress is so held back 
from her proper characters, her Lady 
Macbeth is truly a fine performance. 

To say any more in favour of Mrs, 
Honners’s acting than has already been 
said it would be useless to attempt, there- 
fore I will merely say that her Ophelia 
was all that could be desired. 

The character of Polonius suits Mr. 
Gates very well indeed, and the gravedig- 
ger is admirably suited to the drollery of 
Mr. Lewis. 

The performance on the whole was 
using Theatrical phraseology a dead hit. 

I trust that Mr. Douglass (whose onl 
wish I know is to please the — will 
go the regular round of Shakesperian 
characters. 

I am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 
A CONSTANT SUBSCRIBER. 





PROVINCIALS. 





BIRMINGHAM.—Theatre Royal— We did 
ourselves the pleasure of visiting this theatre 
on Friday last for the purpose of witnessing 
Mr. Charles Dillon’s personation of Belphegor. 
We have had very often tospeak of this gentle- 
man’s performance of this character in other 
towns, where he has gained for himself the 
highest opinions, both from the public aud the 
press, and we once more pronounce him the 
only Belphegor on the stage. Mrs. Charles 
Dillon also played in her very beautiful and 
touching manner. Many of the other charac- 
ters were very admirably sustained. Having 
rio programme of the performances, we of 
course ¢annot give them to our readers, suffice 





it to say that each character was well sus- 
tained and each member of the corps drama- 
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tique exerted itself to the utmost, and with 
decided success. 

New Theatre, Bingley Hall,— Since the 
opening of this E tance very large numbers of | 
po havé beenattracted by the very excel-| 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 


\ ADAME TUSSAUD'S. — COURT DRESSES A 
i magnificent selection of Ladies’ Court Dresies, a 
realtreat to the admirers of costume are now added to 
ns ABAME TUSSAUD and sONS' .EXHE 4ON, 

Bazaar, Uaker Street, Vortman Square “ ‘the Best cx- 





ent bill of fare providéd by Mr. Egerton, the | hibition is the metropols,"—the ‘Times ~Admission Is. : 


manager, ‘The celebrated Juvenile Mary ists 
the Lockwood family, have been among the 
chief attractions, their pieces having been re- 
ceived very enthusiastically. We believe their | 
engagement terminated on Saturday last. 


——eoerr? 
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“Mr . Buckstone’s annual benefit is fixed for 
F riday, June 30th, 

The new opera by Mr, Henry Smart, to be 
produced at Drury Lane is to be called Zhe 
Gnome of Hapsburg. 

Mr. Sam. Cowle now sings at six places in 
one evening; namely, Cremorne, National 
Hall, twice at Canterbury Hall, Vauxhall and 
Evans’s. 

A new drama entitled Athelstene or the Black 
Warrior was produced on Monday at the 
City of London. 

Mr. Wright renews his engagement at the 
Strand theatre on Monday the 26th. 

The great /ittle Wheal is nightly delighting 
the visitors of Cremorne in the equestrian 
circus. 

Madame Vestris will make her re-appearance 
at the Lyceum this evening, after her long and 
tedious illness. 

Our old and hearty friend Charles Bender, 
has recently opened the “ Old Dog,” in Holy- 
well Street, where we hope he will meet the 
support and patronage his many good qualities 
justly entitle him. 

The Flora Gardens, Camberwell, are re- 
opened for the season. Among the vocalists 
are Sharpe, Cave, and Miss Pearce. Doughty, 
the clown. is there with his dog; some per for- 
mances on the 7'rapeze, and fireworks, 

Hernandez and Stone’s eqnestrian troupe are 
at Newmark; with F.'Wallett as leading clown. 

Mr. James Bennett, of Birmingham pop- 
ularity, is engaged to appear at Mr. Barry’s 
new theatre directly itis opened,at New York. 

Catherine Hayes bas returned to San Fran- 
cisco, . Her gains are.estivated at £40,000. 

The Brecknock Gardens were opened. for the 
season on Monday last. .The veteran Green 
made his 514th ascent. 

The burlesque of Beauty and the Beast has 
been revived at the Surrey, with Miss Julia St. 
Georgé inthe principal character. 

Mri henry Young, the author of “ Gin and 
Water,” has written a new piece for the Vic- 
toria, under.the 2 of; Michael Ceno, or the 
Morning Mary and the Rover of the Ocenn,.” 

Madaines Sontag and Fiorentini, are sing- 
ing at’ Mexico, 

When does @ balloon remind you of the Pringe 
of Wales? When its in the air apparent, 


Napoleon Rooms, 6d. QGpen, Simmer Scason, from 1), tili 


| 10. Winter—j},to du.k; Evening. 7 it 10 at Nigh ts 





| (oe DE VENISE, 218, HIGH HOLBORN. Now 
| open for the Summer Seasoy,. Open every evening at 
| half-past eight o’clock—the band commence playing at nine 
and continues, without quitting the orchestra. until twelve 
o'clock, the usual interval between the first and second 
parts of the programme. being discontmued. These very 
popular and spiendid rooms comprises the “largest” and 
“* best Ball Room” in London’ Splendid Subscription Rooin 
mest elegantly furnished. Lixtensive Galleries, with Cigar 
Divan, and Balconies attached. Superbly decorated Wine, 
Coffee, and \efreshment Rooms fitted, up in a superior style. 
153 immense and costly Mirrors ref'ect the decorations at 
all points—while the whole, illuminated by 14 New Crystal 
Lustre Chandeliers, and numerous Lamps presents a ‘coup 
d oil’ of unparelle a splendour, luxury, elegan.e, and re- 
finement. Mr. W. M, Packer’s inimitable band will per- 
form nightly avaried selection ofthe most favourite music 
of the day, including the “ Vili:ins’ ” *Isdla,’’ “ Rella,” 
“ Czarina,” and * Corbeille D’aranges ” , Quadrilles. Tne 
‘*Mario.” ‘Le Carilloneurde Hruges,” ** Violante,” and 
“Stella” Waltzes. ‘ Our British cason,” “Flora: Fete,’ 
* Rochester” and ** Dig, Dig, Dig.” Polkas The * Artil- 
le ry” " «Close of the Hall” “ flying,” and Jack-a-Lan- 
tern " Galops, &c. Doors open at half-past Eight o'clock 
and close at Twelve. Admission ls. 





I OYAL SOHO TUEATRE.—(Late Miss Kelly’s.)— 
» Licensed by the Lord Chimberlain.—Lessee. Mr, 
Mowbray.— Manager, Mr. W. Shirley —This elegant thea- 
tre, magnificently decorated, complete in every department 
and capable of containing 800 persons, is now to be let nightly 
for Dramatic !'erformances, Concerts, Lectures, 
Ladies and Gentlemen desirous of making the Stage their 
profession, will here find every facility for acquiring the 
necessary qualifications ; in short this’ establishment sup- 
plies a long looked for desideratum, and is the only xecog- 
nized DRAMATIC SCHOOL in the metropolis. INSTRUCTION 
given in Elocution and Action, Fencing, Stage Art, and 
every informati n connected with the Theatrical Profession. 
‘Terms may be obtained at the Office of the Theatre, which 
is open daily from 11 to 6, or in the Cofive dioom, from 6 
to 12 o'clock, where may be seen casts of the various plays 
in preparation. 





rywo AMATEURS AND OTHERS.—THE MULTUM 
IN PARYO, 29, RaTHBONE PLACE, OXFORD STREBT 
The above elegant private theatre, having been entirely 
rermodeled, is now replete with every convenience nec 
for the practice. of the Dramatic Art, including Scenery, 
properties, dresses, &c., and may be hired by the night or. 
otherwise, at extremely moderate terms, on orpligeion to 
Mr. JOUNAUX, proprietor, 29, Rathbone Place, 
N.B.—Dramatic Classes are forming. Casts ‘of the es: 
in preparation may be seen in the Green Room at de our. 
The band of the above establishment mevy. he hired 
theatres, concerts &c. on the most moderate terms. 
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